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The Association of
AUSTRALIAN AND BÉKÉS CITIZENS

The Association of Australian and Békés Citizens was founded in 2011 
by a Hungarian confectioner, Zoltán Juhász whose interest in Australia goes 
back to his childhood. Zoltán Juhász and his family live in Békés that is why 
the association is located in this small town in South-East Hungary. Our aim 
is to build links between Australians and Hungarians and we are also trying 
to be active as a charity organisation.

CHARITY EVENT
One of the most significant programmes organised by our association is The Australian Charity 

Event. It has already been held twice. The 1st Australian Charity Event took place on 13th October, 
the 2nd was held on 28th October.  More than 200 guests including the representatives of the 
Australian embassy attended the event. Unfortunately, His Excellency, Dr. Brendon Charles Hammer 
could not participate in this occasion, but a video message was sent to our guests by him and the 
Australian embassy was represented by Mrs. Alison Louise Drury in 2018.  

All funds raised from the tickets, the raffle and the live auction were in-
vested in the support the Association provide to the Children’s Department 
of the Békés County Central Hospital. This is Hungary’s fourth biggest hos-
pital. Our association decided to raise money for its children’s department 
some years ago and we have been working together with the hospital since 
then. Thanks to our generous members and supporters these events can be 
considered as successful: one million forint (in 2018) and 1,3 million forint 
(in 2019) was raised for the Children’s Department. This was not the first 
time funds had been raised for the Békés County Central Hospital by our 
Association. The Association of Australian and Békés Citizens committed 
itself to chariy and to support the Central Hospital.

Both of the charity events started with speeches 
held by the patrons including Mrs. Alison Drury, Dr. 
László Kiss-Rigó, the Bishop of Szeged-Csanád, 
(who is our honorary president. He used to live in 
Australia and his family still lives there), by Péter 
Fekete, the State Secretary for Culture, by Gábor 
Izsó, the mayor of Békés, by Zoltán Juhász, the 
founder and chairman of the Association and Dr. 
László Becsei, the director of the Békés County 
Central Hospital. After the music and dance per-
formances performed by local students and artists 

dinner including traditional Australian and Hungarian dishes was served. 
The charity event was spent in a very friendly atmosphere with live music 
performed by the Band Grund, with dancing and talks.

Our Australian guests visited the Békés County Central Hospital on the following day. They spent 
much time getting to know the Children’s Department that was introduced to them by dr. László 
Becsei and by dr. József Kövesdi, the Head of the Department. 

Juhász Zoltán

Péter Fekete

Dr. László Kiss-Rigó

Dr. László Becsei

Donation Giving Ceremony ( Zoltán Juhász, Dr. László Becsei, Dr. József Kövesdi)
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The Australian Charity Events in pictures
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ABOUT 
BÉKÉS

Békés is a small town in Békés County.Bé-
kés County is located in south-eastern Hun-
gary, on the border with Romania.  The county 
lies on the Great Plain and it is a flat area with 
good soil. Agriculture is of great importance 
in this region. The county seat is Békéscsa-
ba. Békés is one of the biggest towns in the 
county, it is very close to its county seat. The 
town has a population of 19. 000 inhabitants. 
The area of the present town has been inha-
bited since ancient times, due to its good soil  

and proximity to rivers. The River Körös runs 
through the town. Békés is also called as the  
town of the bridges, as more than twenty can 
be found here. ’The Australian Point’ is loca-
ted in the town next to the Juhász Confectio-
nery. It was erected in 2017. 

Gyula is one of the most famous towns in 
Békés County. It is located in the Great Hun-
garian Plain on the River Fehér-Körös. This 
town is well-known for its medieval castle and 
its thermal bath. Gyula belongs to the most vi-
sited towns in Hungary, it is very popular with 
not only the Hungarian but also with the fore-
ign tourists. Ferenc Erkel, the composer of the 
Hungarian national anthem, and Albrecht Dü-
rer the Elder, the father of the world-famous 
painter, Albrecht Dürer, also were born in Gyula. 

The most important tourist attractions are 
the Gyula Castle, the Thermal Bath, the Birth 
House of Ferenc Erkel, the 100-year-old con-
fectionery and the Town Hall.

ABOUT 
GYULA

The Australian Point in Békés (Dr. Brendon Charles Hammer, Zoltán Juhász, Gábor Izsó)
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BÉKÉS COUNTY
CENTRAL HOSPITAL

Békés County Central Hospital (BMKK) is the fourth 
biggest health care institution of Hungary, it is the 
major health care facility in Békés county that 
provides health care service to its whole population, 
to more than 300 000 residents. The hospital provides 
outpatient and inpatient medical treatment, too. 
(Inpatient medical services: 4202 cases, outpatient 
medical services: 29752 cases)

Békés County Central Hospital came into existen-
ce on 1st April 2016 after the two most significant 
health care institutions (Réthy Pál Hospital and Clinic 
in Békéscsaba and Pándy Kálmán Hospital in Gyula) 
had been integrated. Both of the hospitals had a long 
history of medical treatment.

HISTORY

The Dr. Réthy Pál Hospital was founded in 1864. It is located in the county seat of 
Békés county and it has been providing patient treatment mostly in the county seat, 
Békéscsaba and in its neighbourhood since 1864.

The Pándy Kálmán Hospital in Gyula was founded in 1864 and it has been provi-
ding inpatient treatment since then.

These two hospitals together (called Békés County Central Hospital, BMKK since 
the integration) are the major provider of healthcare to the residents of the county 
with 50 different medical specialties including outpatient treatment and health care 
at I-III level.

By the opening of the new child-
ren’s department in 2019 a dream 
came true for the hospital. The 
health care service to children was 
provided in an old building (from 
1953 to 2019). This situation could 
be regarded as unique in Hungary, 
because the maternity ward and 
the children’s department were 
about 3 km far from each other that 
caused big difficulties for both the 
patients and also the employees. 
The institution’s aim is to make the 
children’s department a cozy pla-
ce for the little patients that is why 
the decoration of the department 
is of great significance.  The deci-
sion was made to make the wards, 
the waiting rooms and the consul-
ting rooms more comfortable by 
decorating them with well-known 
fairy tale characters and with cha-
racters taken from the well-known 
Hungarian folk tales. 

Hungarian folk tales used to be 
very popular with kids, but unfortu-
nately, nowadays children aren’t so 
familiar with them anymore. 

Decorations based on these folk tales 
would be able to attract the children’s interest 
and encourage them to find out more and 
more about them.

The hospital intends to build a ‘bridge’ bet-
ween old and new, between the different ge-
nerations. The past could be symbolized by 
the decorations based on the Hungarian folk 
tales, the characters from the fairy tales could 
refer to the present. Local artists (who work 
for theater and puppet theatre) would help to 
design them.

The most important purpose of the project 
is to make the hospital friendlier and cozier 
for the small patients, but working together 
with the community to achieve this is also of 
great significance.

It is also very important to pay attention 
to the environment. Using environmentally 
friendly products and being environmentally 
conscious play a very significant role in the 
project. As the project takes place in a hos-
pital, hygenie standards must be taken into 
consideration that is why only sterile, was-
hable materials will be used.

CHILDREN
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The work has already started (two rooms 
have already been decorated), but unfortuna-
tely the project had to be stopped because of 
lack of financial support.

The project would cost about seven million 
forints, the first part of this amount (1, 3 mil-
lion) has already been raised by the Associa-
tion and hopefully the Third Australian Charity 
Event will be successful, too and we can rai-
se some more money to help the hospital to 
continue the project.

The children’s department
in the Békés County Central Hospital ( Dr. Csaba Sándor, László Farkas)

THE PROJECT WE RAISE MONEY FOR
Plans

VÍZI VILÁG - LÁTVÁNYTERV

JÁTÉKÖTLETEK FOLYOSÓRA - LÁTVÁNYTERV
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Pictures of the life of the association
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Pictures of the life of the association
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Pictures of the life of the association
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